Dear Parents and Carers,
As another successful academic year draws to a close, the Governing Body would like to thank you for your continued support of St Philip Howard Catholic Primary School.
We were delighted to welcome so many of you to our annual Governors' Coffee Morning on 19th June. It was a pleasure to meet you, listen to your views and hear your overwhelmingly positive feedback about the school. Many of you spoke about how much your children enjoy coming to school, the quality of education they receive and the dedication of our staff. It was also lovely to hear your appreciation for the opportunities available to the children in school.
We were particularly encouraged by your comments about the Catholic life of the school and the positive impact it has on your children. During the morning, we were pleased to share more about the role of governors and discuss some of the challenges currently facing schools, including the ongoing pressures on school funding.
As part of our Governors' Day, we also spent time with children from across the school, including members of the Chaplaincy Team, the Eco Warriors and our Year 6 pupils preparing for the transition to secondary school.
The children were a credit to themselves, their families and the school. They spoke with confidence, honesty and enthusiasm about their experiences at St Philip Howard. Even our youngest children in Reception and Year 1 were able to explain what they enjoy most about school, talk about our values and describe the importance of kindness, friendship and looking after one another. We were delighted to hear that every child we spoke to said they feel safe in school and enjoy coming each day—a reflection of the caring environment that exists throughout our community.
The Chaplaincy Team spoke proudly about their role in supporting the Catholic life of the school and serving the wider community. They shared how they how they "spread the word of God through their actions.    Our Eco Warriors told us about their work promoting recycling, leading assemblies and helping to keep the school environment tidy through regular litter picks. 
Our Year 6 pupils were excited about the opportunities that lie ahead, including summer camp, their end of year production, Leavers mass and moving on to secondary school. They are a thoughtful, confident and well-prepared group of young people, and we wish them every success as they begin this new chapter.
The final weeks of term have also brought exceptionally warm weather. We would like to thank you for your support and understanding during this time, and to recognise the resilience shown by both the children and staff, who adapted so well while ensuring that learning and wellbeing remained the priority.
As governors, we feel privileged to see first-hand the strong partnership between home and school. Your support, together with the dedication of our staff and the enthusiasm of our children, is what makes St Philip Howard such a special place to learn and grow.
Please do pass on our congratulations and thanks to your children. They are a wonderful group of young people, and we are incredibly proud of everything they have achieved this year.
We wish you and your families a happy, restful and enjoyable summer break, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back in September for another exciting year.
With our warmest wishes and prayers,
The Governing Body
St Philip Howard Catholic Primary School
